INTRODUCTION
Let f : X → Y be a smooth family of canonically polarized complex varieties over a smooth base. Generalizing the classical Shafarevich hyperbolicity conjecture, Viehweg conjectured that Y is necessarily of log general type if the family has maximal variation. We refer to [KK05] for a precise formulation, for background and for details about these notions. A somewhat stronger and more precise version of Viehweg's conjecture was shown in [KK05] in the case where Y is a quasi-projective surface. Assuming that the minimal model program holds, this very short paper proves the same result for projective base manifolds Y of arbitrary dimension.
We recall the two relevant standard conjectures of higher dimensional algebraic geometry first. (1.1.1) Y λ is Q-factorial and has at worst terminal singularities. By assumption, there exists a birational map λ : Y Y λ as discussed in Conjecture 1.1. Resolving the indeterminacies of λ and pulling back the family f , we may assume without loss of generality that λ is a morphism, i.e., defined everywhere.
and 1.2 hold for all varieties
Let C λ ⊂ Y λ be a general complete intersection curve. Then C λ will avoid the singularities of Y λ . In particular, the restriction Ω
Proof of Claim 2.1. Observe that the curve C λ avoids the fundamental points of λ, and hence that λ is an isomorphism in a neighborhood of C λ . Setting
| C λ would also be semistable of degree 0. However, this contradicts the existence of the subsheaf A whose restriction to C has positive degree.
To end the proof, observe that (2.B.1) and Claim 2.1 together imply that Ω 
